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Don’t Miss Our First Meeting of the Year!

The Board of the LWV-VA of the Prince William Area has
invited Teresa Giesting, Prince William County Office of
Community Housing and Development to speak about housing in
the Prince William Area. Ms. Giesting has worked for the

Prince William County Office of Housing and Community
Development since 1983 in a variety of capacities. In 1994 she
designed Prince William County’s Homeownership Assistance
Program (HAP) to assist low-income first time homebuyers with interest free loans for down payment and
closing costs. She has been instrumental in obtaining other low interest loan resources from VHDA’s
HomeStride Loan Program, and SPARC Program for County first time homebuyers. Ms. Giesting is
responsible for management of the County’s first time home buyer programs which to date has provided
loans to more than 400 first-time homebuyers.

9:30 AM,
September 23, 2008

Manassas City Hall
9027 Center Street
Manassas, VA 20110

Ms. Giesting also manages the County’s Dawson Beach Transitional Housing Program for formerly
homeless families with children. Don’t miss this important, timely meeting with our special guest!

‘ Second Annual Meeting a Success!

y/ Guest Speak Keith Scarborough and Co-President Sheila School at the LWV
MAL Annual Meeting held at DAKS Cirille.

At our May 31 Annual Meeting, Guest Speaker Keith Scarborough, Vice
Chairman of the Prince William Board of Elections, outlined the
responsibilities and some challenges of his office. A lively and extensive
Q&A session followed, particularly addressing concerns about the recent
computerized ballots.

Attending members included Judy Anderson, Joyce Ard, Jessie
Barringer, Lydla Gonzalez, Katherme Gotthardt, Agnes Leonard, Sheila Niemela, Sharon Pandak, Carol
Proven, Jeanette Rishell, Sheila School, Ilma Striker and Shirley White. Guests Gail Burda and Richael
Faithful also attended.

Sheila School reviewed the highlights of our first year as a Members-at-Large unit of the LWV-VA. We now
have 28 paid members, combined with 8 National League members for a total of 35 on our roster. Copies of
the proposed 2008-2009 Budget were emailed to the members before the meeting.

Voter Service Chair Judy Anderson distributed copies of “They Represent You” to all attendees. This
colorful brochure was produced by the Prince William Library’s Management and Information Center
(MAGIC) with our input on the format. A limited number of copies were printed and distributed in time for
the November elections.

Guest Richael Faithful told us about her “Civic Engagement Project” organization, Virginia Organizing
Project (VOPS) and their efforts to register voters.

Thank you to Mr. Scarborough for educating us at this fun (and tasty) event! And thank you to all who
attended. This is what keeps our League alive and influential.
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From the Presidents’ Corner

THE YEAR THAT WAS: 2007-2008

Our first year as the PWA MAL LWV VA was history in the making!
Our accomplishments for our first year include:

Hosting the Fall workshop for the leaders of the LWV of Virginia and the many local VA Leagues;

Conducting voter registration in several venues;

Hosting knowledgeable speakers about the governments of the Prince William county area and the Board of Elections;
Participating in a consensus on immigration which lead to Co-President Sheila School’s testimony to the PWC BOCS;
Publishing our first “What’s On the Ballot” by Judith Anderson, our capable, savvy Voter Service Chair;

Producing four Newsletters by our talented Editor, Katherine Gotthardt;

Observing the PWC Board of County Supervisors;

Conducting a candidates forum for the town of Dumfries.

THE CURRENT YEAR: 2008-2009
The year marks our second of existence. What are we doing?

. During the summer and coming fall Judith will again organize voter registration drives, including working with the Board of
Registrars and the PW public schools, and PWC Committee of 100;

. Our premier publication of They Represent You which was carefully coordinated by Judith and the Prince William Library
Management and Government Information Center (MAGIC) will continue to circulate;

. We have recruited a go-to member, Lupe Hittle-Durante to be Program Chair and she immediately secured a speaker about
housing in PWC for our September 23" meeting;

. We have established regularly scheduled meetings and locations. You would be surprised how difficult the choice was for the
board,;

. LWV PWA is now listed on the PWC Website! See: http://www.pwcgov.org/eservices/clubs/Detail.asp?ClublD=375

General meetings will be held every two months, on the 4th Tuesday at 9:30 AM at the City Hall of Manassas, 9027 Center Street,
Manassas, VA 20110. (The November meeting will occur on the 3™ Tuesday. See pg. 4 for calendar details.)

I invite you to read our Newsletter in its entirety and keep up with our latest developments!

Shirley White
Co-President

Quote of the Month

LWV Hosts Dumfries Candidate Forum Don’t Forget! | I
Check out “We can’t allow a political system

At the invitation of Mayor Fred Yohey of Dumfries, on Sunday, to override our democratic
. L www.vote411.or
May 4, the Prince William Area League hosted a forum for the for up-to-date system.” -- Rev. C. Douglas Smith, VA

six candidates contending for three seats on the Dumfries Town national election Interfaith Center for Public Policy
Council. Sheila School coordinated the event, Voter Service
Chair Judy Anderson moderated, and other Board members
helped out at the Dumfries Town Hall where the event was
held.

information!

Congratulations!

Questions? Comments?

. Ideas? Our Secretary/Treasurer
The forum was taped for broadcast to the Dumfries cable === Jessie Barringer has been
network, so even though the live audience was only made up of M appointed to fill the vacancy on
| —————— ]

about 20 people, the potential audience was greater. We learned the Nominating Committee!
. Contact
a lot about the issues a town confronts and respected the :
. . - . Katherine Gotthardt,
sincerity of all the candidates who sought these elective Newsletter Editor Thank you, Jessie, for further
positions. We also valued the opportunity to learn what it takes connecting us with the VA State
to produce a candidate forum. kgotthardt@comcast.net League by taking on this

703-530-7445 important responsibility!
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Richmond Workshop Educates Our League :
———

LWV VA Makes Redistricting # 1 Issue

By 2011, the General Assembly must have a redistricting plan underway.
This means our state government must reevaluate what has become a
partisan partitioning of the state, what Dr. Michael P. McDonald and
Rev. C. Douglas Smith called outright “gerrymandering.” Policy
professionals McDonald and Smith along with Del. Joseph Bouchard
(VA Beach) and John Stone (Sr. VP for Planning and Marketing,
Maryview Medical Center) presented the political and geographical
struggles that are about to heat up during the redistricting debates.

According to Bouchard, both Democrats and Republicans openly admit
to redistricting without regard for the people they govern. Bouchard
supported SB38 which would have established a bipartisan committee on
redistricting. The bill died. Now, the League of Women Voters along
with a coalition want to make sure 2011 marks the end of making voting
districts work in favor of one particular party or candidate.

The League continues to study and report on this issue and encourages
everyone to work towards fair redistricting: send letters to the editor,
speak at public meetings, present to groups, write to elected leaders, etc.
As John Stone put it, right now, “It’s easier for legislators to pick their
voters than it is for voters to pick their legislators.”

John Stone, Rev. C. Douglas Smith, Del. Joseph Bouchard and Dr. Michael P.
McDonald present on redistricting at the LWV VA Aug. 23 Richmond Workshop

New Board Member, Welcome!

Thank you to Lupe Hittle-Durante for stepping up as our new Program
Director. Lupe brings a wealth of experience from the public and private
sectors. She is currently a self-employed consultant to a variety of
organizations. Welcome and thank you again, Lupe!

Want to join our League? See page 5 for an application!

e —e———

They Represent You 2008

Our brochure listing how to contact all Prince William Area elected
officials is now available for distribution at all libraries and government
centers of the area. Feel free to link to this resource for newsletters and
organizations in the community or upon request from Judy Anderson.
The current edition is now on the MAGIC website at:
http://www.pwcgov.org/library/magic/index.htm

Felons’ Rights Discussed in Richmond

“Without a vote, a voice, I am a ghost inhabiting a
citizen’s space.” —Joe Loya

At the August 23 workshop in Richmond, League
members learned what holds felons back from voting after
they have served their sentence. VA Leaguers Carol
Reimers and Molly McLenon explained KY and VA have
the most restrictive rules for reinstating a felon’s right to
vote. After serving the sentence, completing assigned
probation or parole, paying all fines and court fees, having
no pending or DUI violations for five years, felons may
then petition the governor to have voting rights restored.
The number of felons who have had rights restored by any
particular governor range from 3,486 to 238.

Nearly 300,000 Virginia citizens representing 4-5% age
18 or older are unable to vote because of a felony
conviction despite having completed their sentence and
parole. About half of these citizens are African
American; as many as one in every six African American
men cannot vote in Virginia.

As mandated by the Virginia State League, in November
we will be holding a consensus meeting on the
Restoration of Civil Rights for Felons in Virginia. Study
materials on this topic are available on the LWV-VA
Members Only pages - www.lwv-va.org. The results are
due to the State League on December 16th. Look for more
information in our next newsletter.

Voter Registration Continues

The League of Women Voters of Prince William Area

launched its library registration campaign on Saturday,
June 7. The first session was largely educational: most
visitors were unaware of the Tuesday, June 10 election for
the 10th and 11th districts. Additionally, many voters
changed their addresses. All four sites were covered by
Sheila School at Chinn Library, Arthur Rosen at Bull Run
Regional, llma Striker at Central and Judy Anderson at
Potomac. We covered these four libraries each month
during the summer and have three more Saturdays
scheduled before the October 6 deadline for registration
before the November 4 General Election. Additional
volunteers include Joyce Ard, Jeanette Rishell, Carol
Korb, and JoAnne Westhoff.

At the request of the County Office of Elections we have
offered Voter Registration to the County high schools
until October 6. Schools will be scheduling one lunch
block from 10 AM to 12:30 PM. We are looking for
volunteers to assist. So far Hylton, Potomac, and
Osbourn Park schools have asked for our registration
help. More schools will likely make requests as the
deadline approaches. Contact Judy Anderson for more
information, raajpa@verizon.net or 703-335-9723. 3
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PWA MAL LWV VA
CALENDAR 2008-2009
As of August 26, 2008

Fiscal Year begins
Voter Registration in PWC libraries
Board Meeting and pot-luck lunch

They Represent You Debuted 2008 — PWC Libraries distributed to branch libraries

2
9
13
23
25
26

6

Voter Registration in PWC libraries

Voter Registration in PWC libraries

Board Meeting

LWV VA Fall Workshop in Richmond

Voter Registration George Mason U, PWC campus

Women’s Equality Day (86 Anniversary of 19" Amendment
Ratification

Voter Registration in PWC libraries

7" or week of: Newsletter distributed

13
16

Voter Registration in PWC libraries

Board Meeting

Voter Registration at Committee of 100 meeting (& debate)
8" Congressional Debate conducted by LWV FA & PWA
General Meeting: Housing in Prince William County
Voter Registration at Children’s Health Fair at Metz Jr. High
(sponsored by Rotary)

Voter Registration in PWC libraries

11" Congressional Debate conducted by LWV FA & PWA
Last Day for Voter Registration

Board Meeting

Election Day

Equal Suffrage League Founded in VA 1909

Board Meeting

General Meeting: Restoration of Felons’ Rights LWVVA/
Consensus

Women’s Round Table Pre-session mtg. in Richmond (1% Wed.)
Board Meeting

Consensus results about Felons rights due to LWV VA

Program Planning Due to LWV VA
2009 Virginia Legislative Session Begins
Board Meeting

WRT

General Meeting: Redistricting
Legislative Women’s Roundtable Mtg.

Feb. (Black History Month)

6
14
17

League Day
League Founded 1920
Board Meeting

March (Women’s History Month)

2-3
17

LWV VA Convention in Fairfax

Board Meeting

General Meeting: National Popular Vote for Presidential
Elections and show a portion of the film “Iron Jawed Angels”
Last Day to register for City and Town elections

Board Meeting

Law Day

Cities and Towns Elections

Board Meeting

Annual General Mtg.

Primary if needed

LWVUS Council Washington, DC

Board Meeting

Treasurer books reviewed

Our League members listen and
learn at the annual meeting.

Notes:

Q) PWA Board Meetings are
the 3" Tuesday of each month.
PWA General Meetings are the 4™
Tuesday of alternating months
during the school year. November is
the exception to both meetings for
2008-09 due to Thanksgiving.

2 Location of Board &
General Meetings, unless stated
otherwise, City Hall of Manassas,
9027 Center Street, Manassas, VA
20110

3) Inclement Weather Policy:
Prince William Schools open late —
Meetings start as scheduled.

Prince William Schools cancelled,
close early, or afternoon activities
canceled — meetings canceled.

To check on school closings call
703 -791-8720 or See Comcast
Channel 23.

In Richmond, the talk is all about redistricting.
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Join and become a Member of the
League of Women Voters of the Prince William Area.
Or, renew your membership now!

Prince William County, Cities of Manassas and Manassas Park

Membership Application July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009

The LWV is a non-partisan organization which neither supports nor opposes any political party
or candidate. The LWV is open to all citizens, female or male, who are 18 years of age or older.
The purposes of the LWVVA are to promote political responsibility through informed and active
participation in government and to act on selected governmental issues.

Name

Address

State Zip Code + 4
Telephone E-mail

Annual Dues: $60.00 single or $90.00 household (2 persons). Dues include enrollment in the
League of Women Voters of Virginia and the League of Women Voters of the United States.
Dues are due by June 30" for the coming fiscal year.

Please make check payable to Prince William Area MAL LWV VA and mail to Prince
William Area MAL LWVVA, 6010 Wheeler Lane, Broad Run, VA 20137.

Your ideas matter! Please list suggestions for programs and activities that you would find interesting if undertaken
by the new League of Women Voters of the Prince William Area.
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The League of Women Voters is a non-partisan
organization which neither supports nor opposes any
political party or candidate.

The LWV is open to all citizens, female or male, who are
18 years of age or older.

The purposes of the LWVVA are to promote political
responsibility through informed and active participation in
government and to act on selected governmental issues.



